Boutique Tube Screamer

Here we have it: the most modded and copied pedal in all of boutiquery. The tube
screamer is not only the most successful mass-market overdrive ever, it is also the

foundation of 98% of the boutique overdrives. Many copies are just that: straight-up . _abe h i )
copies. Others use magical opamps, or different diode clippers. But all share the 2 e 1 0 N\
same heritage in the original circuit. This version is based on Jack Orman’s Son of 2 e 2 00O 00
Screamer circuit: a tube screamer stripped of the input and output buffers and with N 3 i1 00
a few value changes. The Son of the Screamer is the foundation of countless 2 e 4 OMD 00
boutique overdrives, so it is a great start on building and modding your own ool ® eAY 00
personalized overdrive. 6 O D 00O
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e Probably the #1 mod is all about the diode clippers. In this version, an DO |, DE E]: 8 8 8 8 8 2: 00
asymmetrical layout is used, two values on on side, another type on the other side - — - -hoo @'@JQ@%
for D1/D2 and D3. You can go crazy here, substituing many different diode types — 9 - Q0000 s
and combinations. 00 ) 00
e Opamp changes—this is another key mod: trying different dual opamp chips. An 00 ;; g g g g g g g 822 00
easy thing to experiment with. - a b e fghi,j -
e More gain: lower the R4 resistor to a value in the 1k-4k range for more gain.
e More bass: increase the value of C2 to increase bass response. Try values in the
56nF to 100nf range. A100K Qeé%r
Volume revision: 1.1 e 13 june 2008 e © 2008 beavis audio research 5\&9
beavis board project “sa%/



